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I graduated in 1982 from Eötvös Loránd University, acquiring a degree in History, Spanish 

language and culture and Portuguese language and culture. I have been working at the Eötvös 

Loránd University, at the Department of Portuguese Language and Culture since that time, 

since 1996 as an Associate Professor. I was awarded the István Széchenyi Professorar 

Fellowship of the Ministry of Education. My international debut as a researcher was in 1989, 

when with the help of Professor Benda Kálmán I could attend the conference organized by 

Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences and Gulbenkian Foundation Cultural Centre in Paris. 

Thanks to my first international presentation on Portuguese discoveries – together with 

researchers from approximately 20 countries – I became a regular participant at conferences 

connected to the Lusitan world.  

  Thanks to Professor Luis de Albuquerque, at the time the academic director of 

National Commission for the Commemorations on the Portuguese Discoveries my 

international activities became more and more extensive (for example, I participated in the 

work of the 2nd and 3rd International Colloquium on the Atlantic Islands held in Madeira) and 

I pursued several new research topics. Following his suggestion, I started to collect and 

organize source materials on the two Turkish sieges of the Portuguese fort in India, Diu, 

respectively in 1536 and 1548. Between 1992 and 1994 the prestigious Association of Asian 

Studies, seated in Macau and Lisbon, awarded its academic scholarship to me. Due to their 

support, I could defend my PhD-thesis in 1996 on the aforementioned topic and could present 

a correferatum for the 18th Indian-Portuguese Historical Seminar, held in Angra. In July, 

1997 I presented my papers at the symposium on Brazil at the 18th Congress of History of 

Carthography in Lisbon, and the Iberia Colloquium held at the University of Warsaw (Diogo 

do Couto). I did not only participate at the symposia celebrating the 20th, 25th and 30th 

anniversary of my department, but organized its panels on history and chaired them as well. 

 Since my first academic assignment in 1981–1983 I have focused on the cultural, 

historical and literary connections between Portugal and Hungary. I published dozens of 

papers and articles and held several presentations in this field (Coimbra, Porto, Lisbon, São 

Paolo). After 15th November, 1996 I was the leading researcher of the foreign project of 

JNICT (National Scientific and Research Secretary), Lusitania Program. This was the only 

foreign project funded, in which I participated along with four of my colleagues from Eötvös 

Loránd University, Department of Portuguese Language and Culture. This program does not 

support the researchers themselves, but only provides financial aid to teaching and research 

institutions.  

On 5th December, 2002 the Council at the Faculty of Arts of Eötvös Loránd 

University supported my proposal for the foundation of the independent education program 

on „History of European Expansion”. Since then I am the coordinator of this program. This is 

the other main direction of my research: How the “first globalism” was formed and what 

pioneering role did Portugal and the Iberian states play? I concluded this research in a 

successful monograph. Is the world system/network analysis approach suitable for the 

description of the expanding world; what are the parallel phenomena between the past and 

present? I could research exactly this topic in Portugal, thanks to the support of the 

Gulbenkian Foundation. I am a correspondent member of the CHAM (Portuguese Center for 

Globalisation) in Portugal, and a member of the editorial board of the journal named ANAIS, 

that is the journal of my Portuguese host institute. 

As a philologist the 16th century is my primary field of research. I edited and published 

a critical edition of the Lusiads of Camões. My doctoral dissertation focused on Fernão 

Mendes Pinto, and I published half a dozen articles about his work. In 2014 (for the 400th 



anniversary of the publication of his work) I translated the chapters still unavailable in 

Hungarian.  

 

I successfully passed a habilitation examination at the University of Pécs, so I could be the 

Head of the Department of the Department of Portuguese Language and Culture of the 

University of Budapest. I have been in this position since February 2014. In 1 September 

2019 was promoted to the category of Full Professor. 

 

My academic achievements were honoured by the title of Comendador of the Order of Merit 

of the Republic of Portugal in 2003 and the Pro Universitate prize by the Eötvös Loránd 

University in 2005. 
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