INTERGOVERNMENTAL BLOCS IN THE 2157
CENTURY: MULTILATERALISM,
FRAGMENTATION AND THE NEW
GEOPOLITICS OF POWER

The Observatory for the Analysis of International Systems (OASIS), an indexed and peer-
reviewed journal, invites submissions for its second edition of 2027 (OASIS No. 46) under the theme:
“Intergovernmental Blocks in the 21 Century: Multilateralism, fragmentation, and the new
geopolitics of power”.

Over the past decade, the global order has entered a period of profound transformation, driven by
the rise of new powers and the erosion of traditional hegemonies. Regional and intergovernmental
blocs — such as the G20, BRICS, ASEAN, CELAC, the African Union, the European Union, the Pacific
Islands Forum, the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, and CARICOM, amongst others — have
become central arenas where struggles over influence, legitimacy and representation are unfolding.

While some of these groupings attempt to redefine global governance in more plural and inclusive
terms, others reveal tensions between cooperation and competition, regionalism and nationalism,
inclusion and exclusion. The contemporary architecture of global governance is thus being tested: can
it adapt to a world marked by multipolarity, economic fragmentation, digital rivalry, climate
emergencies and geopolitical instability, or are we instead witnessing a return to hegemonic dynamics
where certain actors and governments undermine and dismantle the very foundations of
multilateralism?



This issue of OASIS seeks to explore how intergovernmental organisations and regional coalitions are
reshaping — or failing to reshape — the global order. Are we witnessing the rise of “strategic
multilateralism”, or the disarticulation of the international system? How are regional powers from the
Global South redefining agency and solidarity? What roles do middle and emerging powers play
within this evolving landscape? And how is the Global North adapting — politically, economically and
normatively — to these shifting configurations of power?

SUGGESTED TOPICS FOR THIS EDITION:

Transformation and adaptation of intergovernmental organisations in the new world order.
The crisis and legitimacy erosion of traditional multilateral institutions

The rise of new regional blocs and South-led cooperation frameworks

Institutional paralysis and the limits of global governance reform

The emergence of alternative architectures of multilateralism

Hegemonic practices and the challenge to cooperative global governance

The Global North's response to shifting power and declining influence

Small states and island nations enhancing agency through intergovernmental platforms
The reform and future relevance of the United Nations and Bretton Woods institutions
Regional organisations and their responses to global security and climate crises

The interplay between regionalism and nationalism in global politics

Strategic rivalries within regional and intergovernmental organisations

The redefinition of solidarity and leadership within the Global South

Fragmentation, competition, and the making of post-hegemonic multilateralism
Cross-bloc alliances and the evolution of transregional cooperation

The role of intergovernmental organisations in peacebuilding and conflict resolution
Regional and international organisations as guarantors of human rights and democratic
governance in conflict-affected states

This edition of OASIS is the result of a joint academic initiative between the Universidad Externado
de Colombia in Bogot4, Colombia, and Obuda University in Budapest, Hungary. As a collaborative
issue, it encourages the submission of articles that address themes of multilateralism and
intergovernmental blocs with particular reference to Colombia and Hungary, as well as topics
related to Latin America, Central and Eastern Europe, Africa or the Visegrad Group. Contributions
examining comparative perspectives, cross-regional dynamics, or interactions between these
regions are especially welcome.



GUEST EDITORS:

Dr Janos Besenyé is a professor at Obuda University in Budapest, Hungary, and Founding Head of
the Africa Research Institute. A former military officer and United Nations peacekeeper, he has
extensive field experience in Africa, particularly in conflict and post-conflict environments. He has been
working with the Centre for Military Studies (CEMIS) at Stellenbosch University in South Africa and
has collaborated with several European and African higher education and research institutions. Dr.
Besenyd's scholarship focuses on peacekeeping operations, migration, security studies, and Africa—
Europe relations; he has authored several books and scholarly articles.

Dr David Vogel is Senior Research Fellow and Deputy Head of the Africa Research Institute at Obuda
University in Budapest, Hungary, where he specialises in international relations, security studies, and
regionalism. He has active in numerous projects with research centres and universities across Europe
and Africa, with a special focus on Latin America and the Greater Sahel Region where he has worked
in various civilian and military positions, contributing to regional stability and security. His research
explores the transformation of multilateral institutions, hybrid threats, and global power transitions in
the 21st century. Dr Vogel has published extensively on Latin American and African security issues
and their global implications, strategic narratives, and information warfare, and participates actively in
international academic networks examining regional organisations and shifting global orders.

INFORMATION FOR AUTHORS:

Articles may be written in Spanish, English, French, or Portuguese.

Articles submitted to OASIS must not have been previously published.

Maximum length: 9 000 words, single-spaced, Word format, Arial 12 pt. Margins: top/bottom
2.5 cm; left/right 3.0 cm (including references, notes and figures).

References must follow APA style. For more information: https://apastyle.apa.org/style-
grammar-guidelines

Please consult the “Guidelines for Authors” available at:
http://revistas.uexternado.edu.co/index.php/oasis/information/authors
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Authors must include an abstract in English, Spanish, and the original language of the article
(in case it is different from Spanish and English). OASIS can help with translating the abstract
into Spanish or English in case the author does not speak these languages. They should
summarise the key arguments in no more than 250 words, accompanied by four to five
keywords.

Authors must indicate their highest academic degree, institutional affiliation and e-mail
address.

IMPORTANT DATES:

Interested authors must send a tentative title and an abstract of no more than 250 words to the
journal's e-mail (casis@uexternado.edu.co) no later than 21 September 2026.

The final article must be submitted through the Open Journal System (OJS) available on our website
(https.//www.uexternado.edu.co/oasis) no later than 09 November 2026.

OASIS also welcomes reviews of recently published books (no more than two years old). Reviews may
be written in Spanish, English, French or Portuguese and should be approximately 2,000 words. The
deadline for submission via the OJS platform (https.//www.uexternado.edu.co/oasis) is 09 November
2026.
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