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2015-2017 Master’s in International Studies at Aarhus University, Aarhus (Denmark) 
 

 

 

 

2013-2014 Bachelor’s in International Relations and International Organizations at the University of 

Groningen, Groningen (the Netherlands) (Erasmus program) 
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English C2 – proficient user, IELTS 
 

 
 

 

Danish B2 – independent user, Laerdansk Certificate 

 
 

 
Publications 

 

     Most recent                - János Besenyő & Gábor Sinkó, Chapter 30. The Role of the Amniyat in Aiding Al-Shabaab’s 
Leadership Motivations (Somalia), In: Scott N. Romaniuk, Animesh Roul, Amparo Pamela 
Fabe, János Besenyő (Eds), Handbook of Terrorist and Insurgent Groups, A Global Survey of 
Threats, Tactics, and Characteristics; 2024; 

- Gábor Sinkó & János Besenyő, Analyzing the Evolution of the Threat Al-Shabaab Poses to 
Kenya Post-Westgate: Why the Withdrawal of Kenyan Troops from Somalia Will Not Signal the 
End of Al-Shabaab Attacks on Kenya, Cogent Social Sciences, 2024; 

- Gábor Sinkó & János Besenyő, A Comprehensive Analysis of Al-Shabaab’s Secret Service, 
the Amniyat (Somalia), South African Journal of International Affairs, 2024; 

- Sinkó, G., & Besenyő, J. (2025). The Diplomatic, Political and Economic Relations between 
Somalia and China from 1960 to 2020. International Critical Thought, 15(2), 223–240, 
2025; 

Studies 
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2020 - 2024 PhD at the Doctoral School on Safety and Security Sciences at Óbuda University, Budapest 
(Hungary) / Research in Nairobi, Kenya (2023.03-2023.06) (Erasmus+ program) 

2012-2015 Bachelor’s in International Relations at the University of Pannonia, Veszprém (Hungary) 

Hungarian mother tongue, native user 

Russian B2 – independent user, TIT-TELC 
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Danuta; Paul, Salvin (Eds.) Civil Protection Systems and Disaster Governance: A Cross-Regional 
Approach, Cham, Switzerland: Springer Nature Switzerland, pp. 101-115. 

2024 Besenyő, János; Sinkó, Gábor, Terrorist Organizations’ Activities Against Crucial Installations: Al- 

Shabaab’s Attacks on Critical Infrastructure in Kenya, In: Besenyő, János; Khanyile, Moses B.; Vogel, 
David (Eds.) Terrorism and Counter-Terrorism in Modern Sub-Saharan Africa, Cham, Switzerland: 

Springer Nature Switzerland, pp. 169-193. 
2024 Besenyő, János; Sinkó, Gábor, The Role of the Amniyat in Enforcing the Mandate of the Leadership 

and Silencing Dissent in Somalia, In: Korotayev, Andrey; Issaev, Leonid; Besenyő, János (Eds.) 
Terrorism and Political Contention: New Perspectives on North Africa and the Sahel Region, Cham, 

Switzerland: Springer Nature Switzerland, pp. 401-418. 
 
 
 

2023 Besenyő, János; Sinkó, Gábor, The Challenges of Fighting Al-Shabaab in Southern Somalia, pp. 14- 

18., NATO: Defence Against Terrorism Analysis Quarterly DATA-Q, Vol. 3. 
 
 

 
2023 Gábor, Sinkó, The Comoros: Intelligence in the Shadows of the Turbulent Past, In: Ryan, Shaffer 

(Eds.) The Handbook of African Intelligence Cultures, Lanham, USA: Rowman and Littlefield, pp. 

135-146. 

 

 
2021 Sinkó, Gábor; Besenyő, János, Comparison of the Secret Service of al-Shabaab, the Amniyat, and 

the National Intelligence and Security Agency (Somalia), INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF 

INTELLIGENCE AND COUNTERINTELLIGENCE, pp. 1-21. 

 

 
2021 Sinkó, Gábor, Different times, same methods: The impact of the National Security Service on the 

operations of the National Intelligence and Security Agency, JOURNAL OF CENTRAL AND 

EASTERN EUROPEAN AFRICAN STUDIES 1: 1-2 pp. 112-123. 
 
 
 
 

2020 Sinkó, Gábor; Babos, Tibor, Can Boko Haram Constitute a Threat to European Security?, 

ACADEMIC AND APPLIED RESEARCH IN MILITARY AND PUBLIC MANAGEMENT SCIENCE 19: 3 
pp. 53-70. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2024 Besenyő, János; Sinkó, Gábor, Challenges to National DRM Systems: Analyzing the Reactions of Al- 

Shabaab’s 2022 Attack on Hormuud Telecom in Somalia, In: Kowalkowski, Stanisław; Kaźmierczak, 

-                                  Gábor Sinkó & János Besenyő, Studying the Nexus of Politics and Violence: Does the Transition to Direct Elections Pave the Way for 
Somali Democratization or Constitute a Serious Security Threat?, Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 2025, forthcoming; 

-                              Gábor Sinkó & Scott N. Romaniuk & János Besenyő, The Challenges of Rebuilding Somalia’s Security Forces: Moving from AMISOM to 
ATMIS, Journal of Eastern African Studies, 2025, forthcoming 
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2024 Sinkó, Gábor, A szomáliai fegyverembargó feloldásának lehetséges hatásai helyi és regionális 
viszonylatban [The local and regional effects of lifting the Somali arms embargo], HONVÉDSÉGI 

SZEMLE: A MAGYAR HONVÉDSÉG KÖZPONTI FOLYÓIRATA 152: 1 pp. 51-62. 

2023 Gábor, Sinkó; János, Besenyő, More than Survival: The Role of al-Shabaab Secret Service, Amniyat, 

in Information-Gathering, CONNECTIONS: THE QUARTERLY JOURNAL 22: 1 pp. 9-21. 

2022 Besenyő, János; Sinkó, Gábor, Combating piracy strategically: Analysing the successes and 
challenges of NATO and EU interventions off the Somali coast, SOUTH AFRICAN JOURNAL OF 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 29:3, pp. 295-309. 

2021 Besenyő, János; Sinkó, Gábor, The social media use of African terrorist organizations: a 
comparative study of Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, Al-Shabaab and Boko Haram, INSIGHTS 

INTO REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 3: 3 pp. 66-78. 

2021 Sinkó, Gábor, Shifting the Battle to Social Media: The Effectiveness of Boko Haram’s Online 
Strategy in Terms of its Recruitment, BELÜGYI SZEMLE / ACADEMIC JOURNAL OF INTERNAL 

AFFAIRS: A BELÜGYMINISZTÉRIUM SZAKMAI TUDOMÁNYOS FOLYÓIRATA (2010-) 69 : 1 
SPECIAL ISSUE pp. 123-141. 
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Reviews  - Sinkó, Gábor, A Review of: “The Rwandan Patriotic Front” edited by Adrien Fontanellaz 

and Tom Cooper, JOURNAL OF CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPEAN AFRICAN STUDIES 

3: 1 pp. 244-247, 2023; 
- Sinkó, Gábor, A Review of: “The Country That Does Not Exist: A History of Somaliland” by 

Gérard Prunier, JOURNAL OF CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPEAN AFRICAN STUDIES 2: 

2 pp. 209-212, 2022; 
- Sinkó, Gábor, A Review of: “African Intelligence Services: Early Postcolonial and 

Contemporary Challenges” by Ryan Schaffer, JOURNAL OF CENTRAL AND EASTERN 

EUROPEAN AFRICAN STUDIES 2: 1 pp. 173-176, 2022; 
- Sinko, Gabor, Counter Jihad: America’s Military Experience in Afghanistan, Iraq, and Syria, 

TERRORISM AND POLITICAL VIOLENCE 33: 8 pp. 1812-1814, 2021; 
- Sinkó, Gábor, DARFUR PEACEKEEPERS - The African Union Peacekeeping Mission in Darfur 

(AMIS) from the Perspective of a Hungarian Military Advisor by János Besenyő, STRATEGIC 

IMPACT (ROMANIA) 79: 2 pp. 162-165, 2021 
 

 
2024/03/12    Howard University Department of African Studies: “Global Africa in the 21st Century: Visions, 

Objectives, Challenges & Opportunities - The Potential Effects of Lifting Arms Embargo on the 
Somali Government at the Local and Regional Levels 

 

 

2023/11/13 4th International Conference on Central European Critical Infrastructure Protection - Al-Shabaab’s 
secret service, the Amniyat (Somalia) 

 
 

 

2021/11/15 3rd International Conference on Central European Critical Infrastructure Protection - Analyzing the 
attacks of al-Shabaab on Kenyan critical infrastructure 

 
 

 
2020/11/16-17 2nd International Conference on Central European Critical Infrastructure Protection - Shifting the 

Battle to Social Media: the Effectiveness of Boko Haram’s Online Strategy in Terms of its 
Recruitment 

Sinkó, Gábor, Does Religious Ideology Play a Crucial Role in Motivating Modern Suicide 
Terrorism?, International Affairs Forum, pp. 1-16.; 2017 
Sinkó, Gábor, The Nature of Mega-regional Trade Agreements in International Political 
Economy, International Affairs Forum, pp. 1-10.; 2017 
Sinkó, Gábor, Analyzing the Nexus of Globalization, Security and International Terrorism, 

International Affairs Forum, pp. 1-9; 2016 
Sinkó, Gábor, The Complementary Processes of Integration and Fragmentation (Late 19th 

and Early 20th Century), International Affairs Forum, pp. 10-19, 2016 

         2016-2017 

Gábor SINKÓ 

   Conferences 

2023/11/18 VII. International Congress on Afro-Eurasian Research - Al-Shabaab's Secret Service, The Amniyat 

(Somalia) 

2022/09/30-10/01 Researchers’ night - Comparing Al-Shabaab’s Secret Service, the Amniyat with the National 
      

2021/09/24-25 Researchers’ night - Religion, Violence and Boko Haram & National Security and Intelligence in 

Somalia 
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